WWW.SPURGEONS.ORG | ISSUE 01 | SPRING 2017

@spurgeons

@spurgeonsUK

Hope for
every child
Our new identity is revealed

In this
issue:
Young Carers
Awareness Day
Inside our archives
The struggle
to keep tech-savvy
kids safe online

Inside this
issue...

Welcome from the
Chief Executive

Introducing our

new look

04: News
The latest stories and updates from across the
charity.

08: Every Child Week
Read about ‘Every Child Week’ launching in
September. The week will raise awareness of
children affected by social disadvantage through a
series of ‘Go Orange’ fundraising events.

10: Young Carers 		
Awareness Day
We show how our young carers got involved with
Young Carers Awareness Day and how the work we
do impacts their lives.

12: Tech savvy kids
The Phoenix project in Birmingham works with
children affected by, or at risk, of Child Sexual
Exploitation. Our work includes teaching parents
how to keep their children safe online.

14: A Day in the Life
Sue has multiple, complex health issues. Her 11 year
old son, Archie, is her carer. Read how Archie is her
gift from God.

Have you seen our
new website yet?
Our new site is designed around you – making it
even easier to get to the content you want. Check
it out at

www.spurgeons.org
Do you follow us on social media? Get all our latest
updates straight to your phone or computer by
joining us on Twitter and Facebook. Come and join
the conversation at:

@spurgeons
@spurgeonsUK

A

s we celebrate our 150th anniversary this year, I’m
reminded of Psalm 86, and verse 15, “But you, O Lord,
are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” God has
indeed been faithful to Spurgeons over many generations as we
have sought to bring light and hope into vulnerable children’s lives.
Turning 150 is a landmark moment that we are using to make
some changes. But the changes are not just about a new logo, but
a renewed vision to raise awareness and showcase the positive
impact Spurgeons has on the lives of children, young people and
families. In 1867 our founder Charles Haddon Spurgeon created
our charity as a compassionate and distinctively Christian response
to the plight of vulnerable children in London. It is our hope to
continue this vision to support the country’s most vulnerable
children and families.
You can see, throughout this issue, the impact we have on those
who need us most. From the Phoenix project, which helps children
and parents learn the dangers of Child Sexual Exploitation;
through to raising awareness of the issues faced by young carers
as part of Young Carers Awareness Day. These stories show us
how children can flourish when given the right support.
Since the last issue, we have welcomed our new ambassador and
author, Maz Evans. Maz has offered her support after seeing our
work with young carers, pledging to ‘shine a light’ on the plight
of young carers. We look forward to reaping the blessings of this
new partnership.
So as we approach a milestone in our charity’s history, I thank you
all for your continued support, prayers and commitment to help us
give hope to every child.
Yours faithfully,

We are delighted to share with you
our new branding in this issue.

E

arlier last year over 1,000 participants
took part in our branding review.
Feedback showed that we are not
well known and that greater clarity is
needed in the logo/strapline to explain
what we do.
We also heard that we need to share
the great work we all do much further, and this
reinforced the need to raise greater awareness of
Spurgeons and to build a stronger identity.
As the sector continues to change, we need to
adapt and respond to ensure we can deliver the
right support and services. Our new identity reflects
our commitment to having strong visibility and a
continued role supporting the many children and
families who need us.
It also demonstrates a greater confidence and clarity
of our purpose and mission. By putting our founder,
Charles Spurgeon, back at the heart of our identity
and mission, it reaffirms our commitment to continue
the work he started.

Our Logo
We hope you will agree it’s not just a new logo: it enables us to more
clearly demonstrate the value of our work. And the positive impact we
make to the lives of children and families who struggle to cope.
The icon shows the care and support that Spurgeons provides. It retains
a connection with our founder whilst reaffirming his values in our work
today. We took the ‘S’ from Charles Spurgeon’s own signature as the
connecting element between the ‘carer’ and ‘cared-for’ in the logo.
The ‘S’ when on its side creates an embrace between the elements with
a subtle reference to the infinity symbol. This evokes the notion of care
that will stay with someone for life.
Our Promise
Our vision is to give every child the opportunity to live a hope filled life.
Together, with your continued support and help, we can help give every
child the hope of a better today and tomorrow. Thank you for being part
of our story.

Hope for
every
child...

Ross Hendry
Chief Executive
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News

New Celebrity Ambassador
pledges to ‘shine a light’

C

hildren’s author Maz Evans has joined Spurgeons as our
first ambassador after hearing about our work with young
carers.
Maz’s recently launched book, Who Let The Gods Out?,
is a truly laugh-out-loud anarchic adventure that tells the story of a
young carer called Elliot.
Maz explains why she wanted to get involved with us and support
our work with young carers: “Back in my student days, I moved
in with my grandparents to help my grandmother care for my
grandfather. Both of them were struggling with his dementia, which
had robbed him of his brilliant mind. I wouldn’t have changed that
time for all the world – we lost him shortly afterwards – but there
were days it was soul destroying and exhausting to care for him –
and I was much older and better supported than many young carers
around the UK.

Spurgeons’ Chairman
Honoured with OBE

“During my research, I came across Spurgeons and the
extraordinary work that they do. I was struck not only by the
breadth and ambition of their projects, but that they seek out
groups that might otherwise go undetected and unsupported.

Spurgeons’ chairman,
Stuart Cornwell, has been
awarded an OBE (Officer
of the Most Excellent Order
of the British Empire) in the
Queen's New Year's Honours
list.

S

tuart has been
recognised for
outstanding services
to children and families
through his work with
Spurgeons; A Way
Out; and Safe Families for Children.
His work over the last decade has
made a difference to thousands of
vulnerable lives, both here in the UK
and overseas.
Stuart Cornwell, Spurgeons'
Chairman, comments: "I feel
immensely honoured and privileged
to receive this award. Ultimately,
however, it would never have
happened without many encounters
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and partnerships with gifted
and generous people who have
worked alongside; shared their
expertise; and helped improve the
circumstances of some of society’s
most vulnerable children and
adults”.
Having been a personal supporter
for more than 20 years, Stuart
joined the Spurgeons’ board in
2008, becoming chairman in 2011.
Driven by the impact that charities
like Spurgeons make, Stuart has
also worked with governments and
other organisations in East Africa on
the education, vocational training,
feeding and welfare care of AIDs
orphans and prisoners.
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"They shine a light on those who could be lost in the
darkness – it is my hope and promise that through my
work as ambassador, I will help them to make that light
burn brighter than a thunderbolt.”

I was struck not only by the
breadth and ambition of their
projects, but that they seek out
groups that might otherwise go
undetected and unsupported.

I feel immensely
honoured and
privileged to
receive this award.
Ultimately, however,
it would never have
happened without
many encounters and
partnerships with
gifted and generous
people

Christmas Giving Tree
record toy donations

Ross Hendry, Spurgeons CEO, with
Maz Evans at her book launch

T

he Queensgate
Shopping Centre in
Peterborough has
supported Spurgeons
in their annual Gift Tree for the
fourth year running. A record
total of 4,047 presents were
donated to the scheme, where
shoppers choose a gift tag
and purchase a present to be
donated to children supported
through our children’s centres.
The gifts were delivered
to many of the children
Spurgeons supports in
Peterborough, as well as other
Spurgeons project across the
country. The tree received
some really lovely, thoughtful
gifts including a Kindle,
scooters and ride on toys for

toddlers. One local boy, aged
eight, donated a brand new
bike which he had won at his
school’s Christmas bazaar.
Ross Hendry said: “For many
of the children these generous
gifts may be the only ones
they receive at Christmas.
Spurgeons would like to
send a big thank you to the
people of Peterborough for
their generous support and
for making Christmas special
for these children. The gifts
will stay in the memory of
each child who received them.
Through Spurgeons work
and the generosity of the
Queensgate shoppers, each
gift sent a message of hope
for the future.”

www.spurgeons.org
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Award
success!

Domestic Abuse

The primary safeguarding concern

S

purgeons delivers projects across
England to find lasting solutions to
the challenges faced by children
and families today. Within the wide
spectrum of challenges we see on
a daily basis, there’s an ongoing
trend of domestic abuse being the
primary safeguarding concern.

S

purgeons’ Invisible Walls service
at HMP/YOI Winchester won
the prestigious Family Support
accolade at the Children and
Young People Now Awards (CYPN) 2016.
The Invisible Walls Family Support
Service provides parenting support
to fathers within the prison, as well as
delivering advice and information through
its visitors’ centre.
It was also highly commended in the
partnership working category, whilst
our Play Therapy Bus in Wiltshire, which
delivers therapeutic play services to
children, was also highly commended.
Judges from the CYPN Awards described
Invisible Walls as “life-changing,
innovative and outstanding”.

L-R – A CYPN judge, Service Manager Kerry Longhorn, Volunteer Co-ordinator Vicky Baird,
Cathy Roberts and HMP Winchester Governor Stephanie Roberts-Bibby

Stephanie Roberts-Bibby, Governor at
HMP Winchester, commented:
“The Spurgeons team do amazing
work to support our men to be the
best dad/family member they can.
They work tirelessly to reduce the
impact imprisonment has on children's
lives. We're grateful for their energy,
dedication, commitment and insight
in helping the men at Winchester to
change their lives.”

A little creativity brings

life to the Nativity

“Their work has rightly been recognised
by winning the Family Support category
and receiving highly commended in the
Partnership Working Category at this
year’s Children & Young People Now 2016
Awards.
These Awards acknowledge the
difference the family days, homework
club, parenting programmes and one to
one work, makes to the children of those
in prison and the men themselves.”

SELF HARM
PROJECT GETS

BIG LOTTERY
Children from Honeyhill Children’s Centre
in Peterborough ready to perform

H

oneyhill Children’s Centre in
Peterborough recreated the birth of
Jesus in a humorous fashion during the
run up to Christmas. The Drama Bugs
cast, aged five to 14, performed to over
75 people on the night, with rehearsals starting in
September.
The traditional nativity story took an inventive
comic turn, with lazy shepherds, and an unlikely
group of visitors gifting Gold, Frankincense and
Myrrh. There was even some confusion as to what
to call the baby. Jesus finally prevails as all the
elements of the traditional story came together.
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FUNDING

A

two year pilot project will be launched in Birmingham after
£228,852 was awarded to Spurgeons in February.
The Family Intervention for Self Harm project will work with
11-18 year olds to reduce the frequency and severity of selfharm incidents. This unique project will work with the young people,
as well as providing coaching support to parents.
Family Intervention for Self Harm will work with each young person
over four months including two months of ‘talking therapies’. Parents
will also receive solution focused coaching looking at the issues that
trigger their child’s self-harming behaviour. The project, funded by the
Big Lottery, is the only one of its type in Birmingham that provides a
family focused intervention service.
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Paul Ringer, Spurgeons’ Deputy Chief Executive,
comments: “The issues we encounter – which
involved us taking direct action to ensure the
safety and protection of 1,184 children last year
– mirror national statistics; especially over the
prevalence of domestic abuse, neglect and the
impact of parental mental health. These issues
have become more complex and involved
escalating levels of risk and need than previously

Northampton
runner on
track for the

London
Marathon

N

orthamptonshire’s
Chamber of
Commerce Marketing
Manager, Nick Blackmore,
is running the London
Marathon in April in support
of Spurgeons.
Nick has never run a full
marathon but has run plenty
of half marathons in the
past. When asked why he
wanted to run and support
Spurgeons Nick said: “I’ve
run a few half marathons and
I fancied pushing myself a
bit further. An extra 13.1 miles
further to be exact.”
“The staff at the Chamber
vote to choose our Charity
of the Year, and we were all
bowled over by Spurgeons’
presentation to us all. As
soon as the presentation was
over, I knew I’d like to get
involved in some way.”
Nick will be running in
the 2017 Virgin Money
London Marathon on 23rd
April. You can support
Nick via his Virgin Money
Giving Page by visiting:
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
NickBlackmore

seen. Last year over half of the referrals we made were for
children who have a social worker and for whom the situation
has worsened, or a specific incident has given us concern.
“The increase in domestic abuse reports may well be
attributed to growing awareness of the associated behaviours
amongst the public domain. This, along with improved access
to support and a degree of stigmatism having been lifted,
may have made a significant and positive contribution to the
rise in safeguarding reports.”
Every day, our work with partners is focused on taking
action as soon as possible, to tackle risks and needs for
children and families before their impact becomes more
difficult to reverse. Early intervention represents both a good
heart and head response to dealing with the root causes of
disadvantage rather than the human costs of its after-effects.
Visit our website to find out more about our work supporting
those affected by domestic violence: www.spurgeons.org

Spurgeons and
churches working
‘Together for
Families’

S

purgeons Network
is always on
the lookout for
opportunities to link
up with churches
so that together, we can help
more children and families.
Our Together for Families
(T4F) team is already up and
running in Peterborough, East
Northamptonshire and soon in
Wiltshire too. They’re helping
churches to get new groups
off the ground, bringing
new ideas and resources to
existing groups and offering
specialist support through
other Spurgeons services and
partners in the area.
“It might be running a dropin play session alongside a
church foodbank or working
with volunteers to run a messy
play session; exploring new
ideas with a church or schools
worker, or helping a mum get
some family support because

she’s worried about a child’s
behaviour – it’s all in a day’s
work!” says T4F worker,
Rachael.
There’s a growing demand
for support, especially in rural
and disadvantaged urban
areas where continuing cuts
to local authority services are
affecting struggling families.
Parents who are young,
single, socially isolated, living
in poverty or with physical
or mental health issues can
find it hard to ask for, or to
get, support. That’s why
it’s important that these
opportunities for parents and
young children to meet are
local, free and available to
everyone. Sharing our faith
motivation and resources
in this way, Spurgeons and
churches are making a
difference for families and
children.
To find out more about
Together for Families, please
contact Rachel Shackleton,
Spurgeons Network Manager
rshackleton@spurgeons.org
or 01751 430166 /
07976 323502
www.spurgeons.org
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We are launching ‘Every Child
Week’ to mark our 150th year!
Running from Sunday, 24
September, we’ll be using the
week to raise awareness of
children affected by social
disadvantage.

150
years
A

Hope for every child

s a national week of hope for
every child, we want to join
forces with you, our supporters,
and pledge to help give
vulnerable children living in the UK the
chance of a better future.
In 1867, Charles Spurgeon driven by a
desire to tackle poverty and injustice
founded an orphanage. Armed with a
pen, he encouraged people just like you
to open their doors and hearts to the
most vulnerable children in the community.
150-years-later we are still very much at
the heart of communities, continuing his
mission to give every child the opportunity
and hope of a better life.
Every Child Week is an opportunity for you
to join us in this life changing work – either
through spreading the news of our work, or
by helping to raise funds for projects that
will give them that chance.

To find out more about how you can get
involved with Every Child Week, you can
download a fundraising pack from our
website: www.spurgeons.org/toolkit or
call Lauren on 01933 417436.

08

OTHER 150 EVENTS
This year provides the opportunity to look back
into our history and forward to our future. We have
lots of celebrations planned throughout the year:
• Spurgeons Sunday (18th June) is when we
celebrate our founder’s birthday with a series of
church based activities.
• The Spurgeons: 150 years of hope for every child
event is taking place at the House of Lords on
20th June. It will provide a platform to announce
the findings from recently commissioned
research. We also plan to exhibit historical
photographs at the event and discuss the future
plans for our charity.
• To mark the end of our 150th celebrations we
are also planning a thanksgiving service for our
Old Scholars in early 2018. They will be invited to
share their memories and look back on the time
they spent at the Children’s Homes.
We hope that you will support us and the
thousands of children we work during our
upcoming events. So, Go Orange for Spurgeons
and help us give hope for every child.
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FUN

Putting the
in fundraising
O

ne of the best things about fundraising for Spurgeons
is that you can give a helping hand to children while
having fun, and doing something you really enjoy.
Raising funds for Spurgeons is primarily about ‘giving
back.’ But at the same time it’s also all about you: your skills,
passions and even your fears. And how they can help support
vulnerable and disadvantaged children and families across
England.
The long and the short of it is fundraising could be your chance to
do something that you really enjoy and help give every child the
opportunity of a hope filled life.

Step one –
Think creatively
Choose one of our
fundraising ideas or
come up with a better
one of your own

Step two –
Get organised
Plan and share
whatever you decide
to do

Step three –
Take action
Before you start your
fundraiser ensure you’ve
done everything you need
to stay safe (and legal)

Tips for a top fundraising event
Easter Egg Hunt
Great for kids – old and young. Hide some Easter Eggs in your
garden or parish grounds and charge a small fee to let the children
hunt for them.
Strawberries and Cream Tea Event
If you have a nice garden why not welcome in the summer with
a Strawberries and Cream Tea event? Charge a fee for a bowl of
strawberries and cream.
Get Sponsored
Sit in a bath of baked beans
Bake off!
Get your friends, colleagues, parish or group to bake cakes, pies
and biscuits, and see who can produce the tastiest sponge. Sell
what's left after the judges have done their tasting.
Guess the number of sweets
Have a lot of fun challenging your friends to guess the quantity in
the jar.
Carol Concert
If your parish or school are organising a Carol concert, ask if
Spurgeons can be the charity nominated to receive proceeds.
Send your cheques to:
Spurgeons
74 Wellingborough Road
Rushden
Northants
NN10 9TY
Or donate at www.spurgeons.org/donate
Remember to let us know what you did or how you
raised the money when you send in your donations.
Call the fundraising team on 01933 417388 to find out more about
supporting Spurgeons, or to get some advice about a fundraiser
you’re already arranging. Whether you want to ‘Go Orange’ in a
bath of baked beans for Every Child Week, or you just want to do
something to get involved throughout.

Step four –
Cash in

Donate at
www.spurgeons.org/donate
www.spurgeons.org
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Young Carers
Awareness Day

Young carers are:
1. More likely to miss 			
school
2. Be bullied
3. Have lower GCSE 			
grades

Young Carers Awareness Day was held on 26th
January this year. There are over 244,000 young
carers in the UK and Spurgeons works with over
1,500 of these inspirational and dedicated young
people to give them much needed support.
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The Takeover
Challenge was a really
entertaining day as it
gave us an experience of
working in an office and
made us feel included
and special.
Our work with young carers
Spurgeons works with young carers all over
the county including Wiltshire and across
the West Midlands. As part of the Children’s
Commissioners Takeover Challenge, we invited
three young carers from Spurgeons Birmingham
Young Carers Unite to visit our head office in
Rushden.
They spent the day working with the Spurgeons
Marketing and Fundraising team – helping us run
our social media and come up with new ideas.
The teens were in charge of Spurgeons’ social
media platforms, blogging, helping to prepare
for the charity’s 150th birthday celebrations
as well as designing a thank you card for the
charity’s supporters.
Takeover Challenge is a national event led by the
Children’s Commissioner for England which puts
children and young people into decision-making
roles.
Maariyah, one young carer who took part in
the Takeover Challenge, said: “The Takeover
Challenge was a really entertaining day as it
gave us an experience of working in an office
and made us feel included and special. The day
is an opportunity to share and discuss our own
ideas with Spurgeons head office and also find
out how they operate.”

L-R Ross Hendry, Spurgeons
CEO with young carers; Nemo,
Maariyah and Jack

By
being a
young carer
and doing
chores I’ve
learnt
a lot.

Awareness in Wiltshire
In partnership with Wiltshire Council, we
launched a new video called ‘Wiltshire
Voice’ following the lives of four young
carers. Cameron, aged 12, cares for his
four year old brother James who is the only
child in the world with a condition called
Chromosome Deletion 16922-1 which causes
severe learning difficulties.
Cameron looks after James by playing with him
and sometimes feeding him through a feeding
tube in his stomach. Cameron said: “By being
a young carer and doing chores I’ve learnt a
lot. Sometimes I play with James and he is in
his own world but sometimes he smiles at me
which is good. Spurgeons' Young Carers is good
because they get you out of the house and take
you out on trips and do things like cooking and
canoeing.”
The video also features 10 year old Archie who
looks after his mum who has Fibromyalgia
that causes chronic pain across the body; and
Emmy, 13, and her sister Lily Mae, who is just
seven, from Trowbridge, who helps look after
their wheelchair bound dad. You can watch the
video by visiting www.spurgeons.org/ycad and
read more about Archie and his mum, Sue, on
page 14.

Fundraising in Dudley
Further north in Dudley, young
carer Alex, who you may
remember from the last issue
of Footprints, held a week
of fundraising events at his
school.
Alex raised over £450 to help
send Spurgeons' Dudley Young
Carers to the UK’s largest
Young Carers Festival this
summer.
As part of his awareness
raising efforts you may have
heard Alex on local and
national radio, including BBC
West Midlands and BBC Radio
1, talking about the impact
being a young carer can have
on people like him.

www.spurgeons.org
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Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness Day, is an opportunity to think,
spot and speak out against abuse. It will also be used to raise vital
awareness of the issues surrounding child sexual exploitation.

Spurgeons
distinctive approach
means we work with
the whole family,
providing support to
parents or carers to
enable them to
understand CSE
and safeguard their
child.

S

purgeons is supporting the event,
on 18th March, through raising
awareness of our Phoenix Project:
delivering training to pupils and
staff in East Birmingham schools and
sharing our commitment and pledges on
social media using #helpinghands
The Phoenix Project is a confidential
service across Birmingham which
supports children, young people and their
families who are at risk of or affected
by child sexual exploitation (CSE). The
project supports children and young
people aged 8–17 to make positive
choices about healthy relationships and
personal safety.
CSE is a form of sexual abuse. It occurs
where anyone under the age of 18 is
persuaded, coerced or forced into sexual
activity in exchange for things like money,
drugs/alcohol, gifts, affection or status.
CSE does not always involve physical

contact and can be groomed online.
Kelly Walker, Project Manager, said: “We
work directly with children and young
people to raise awareness and address
the risks around CSE. We talk to them
about grooming, about online safety and
how to keep safe in their local community.
We also work directly with affected
young people through bespoke support.
“Spurgeons distinctive approach means
we work with the whole family, providing
support to parents or carers to enable
them to understand CSE and safeguard
their child.”
During the previous six months, the
Phoenix team has delivered CSE
awareness training to 126 practitioners in
East Birmingham primary and secondary
schools, Children’s Services and the third
sector. In addition the Phoenix team have
also supported 169 secondary school and
college pupils by delivering CSE and OnLine safety workshops. Phoenix Project
workers also provide targeted support
to children and young people who have
experienced or are affected by CSE.

Raising
awareness
of child sexual exploitation
across Birmingham
12
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T

he internet can be a source of
education and learning, but
there are countless hidden
perils too. Spurgeons helps
families with vulnerable
children to spot and avoid the
dangers.
When Sarah realised that her son, Jake, was an
internet whizz, she decided it was time to
step up her skills. Jake, who is on the
autistic spectrum, has a passion
for all things tech, including
spending large amounts
of time online. Sarah was
concerned, not only that
Jake needed to spend
more time in the ‘real
world’, but she was
also aware that there
were dangers online
and that she didn’t
have the knowledge to
protect her son.
Sarah and Jake met
with the team at Phoenix
near their home in East
Birmingham, and we worked with
them both to create an action plan.
Sarah’s biggest concern was that, being on the
autistic spectrum, Jake would be especially
vulnerable to online predators and grooming.
Sarah told us that Jake struggles with social
boundaries and she worried that he could be
quite secretive when he was on the internet.

Her fear was that he was talking to complete
strangers without considering the dangers.
Sarah was also aware that she was under
informed about grooming, e-safety and child
sexual exploitation. We made it a priority to
help her understand the potential dangers and
help her develop some parenting techniques to
keep her son safe.
Jake is a visual learner, soaking
up information through
posters, flashcards and
videos. We helped him to
explore what ‘grooming’
meant and how he might
recognise it, what kinds
of information were
safe and appropriate to
share with online friends
– and what he might
count as a ‘warning sign’.
He took this information
and used it to build himself
a ‘safety board’ which he has
proudly displayed in his room.
Jake has really taken on board the
risks that the internet could pose and
was proud to tell us he was using the strategies
learnt to keep him safe. Sarah said: “The team
were great, and have made a real difference
to the way my children use the internet. I am
much more aware of the risks of the internet,
but thanks to the Phoenix Project, I now know
how to keep my family safe.”

Parents struggle
to keep tech-savvy
kids safe online
To find out more about Phoenix Project please
visit www.spurgeons.org/phoenixproject

www.spurgeons.org
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A Day in
the Life
Sue Machin’s son Archie was due to be
born on Christmas Day, but he was born
prematurely on the 12 December. Single
mum Sue calls Archie her ‘most precious gift
from God’ and when you listen to her story
it’s easy to understand why.

A day as a young
carer, depending on what
sort of day it is, I might do
housework and chores,
that children wouldn't do if
they weren't a young carer
– Archie

A

rchie aged 11, is Sue’s eyes
and ears – and hands and
feet. He helps with the
washing and drying up,
fetches the shopping, puts
out the washing, brings in the
post, gets snacks and drinks
for Sue before he goes to school and helps strip
the bed and make it.
"I've got hearing problems and have to wear
bilateral hearing aids, my eyesight is poor too.
I also suffer with Fibromyalgia which causes
chronic pain. My legs can buckle without
warning and the cramps and pins and needles
in my hands means I struggle to do basic
household chores such as cooking, as I risk
dropping a pan."
He also helps Sue get on and off the toilet and in
and out of the bath.
“There are so many of these little kids doing this
really important caring role, they don’t get paid
and many of them are under ten years of age. It
can be difficult for Archie, sometimes he would
prefer not to talk about being a young carer, but
when he goes out, people want to know how I
am so he has to bear his soul.”
“Being in my position often makes me feel such
a failure as a parent as I can’t provide things such
as expensive holidays or an Xbox. He would like
one, but I can’t afford it.”
Instead of letting this get her down, Sue turns it
into a positive experience. “It gives me a focus
to plan ‘money can’t buy’ surprises. I won Archie
the chance to go on the pitch as a mascot
during the ladies cup final between Chelsea and
Arsenal at Wembley.
He had his picture taken with the
team and it was signed by Chelsea
player Fran Kirby.”

Those ‘few orphan boys’
turned in to over 7,000 boys and
girls who were cared for in the
orphanages.

1. Stockwell
Orphanage – Opened
its door in 1869 to
twelve boys.

Charles Spurgeon founded an
orphanage in 1867 to provide
vulnerable children with shelter,
education and the hope of a
better future.

I

t all started when our founder, Charles Haddon Spurgeon,
asked God to “send some new work and if we need
money to carry it on, let us pray that the means also be
sent”. Just a few days later, Spurgeon received a letter
from Mrs Anne Hillyard. She offered to give £20,000 (nearly
£1.5 million today) to ‘train and educate a few orphan boys’.
Those ‘few orphan boys’ turned in to over 7,000 boys and
girls who were cared for in the orphanages.

Spurgeons is Sue’s rock. “I would feel very
isolated without Spurgeons. They are always
there to listen at the end of the phone. My
support worker Liz is my lifeline, often texting
and phoning, she always listens when I sob down
the phone when things get too much.”
For Sue, her Christian faith and the support she
receives from her local church also helps her
through her bleakest days. “My friends at my
church in Devizes are not family or related by
blood, but the ties are much stronger. And for
Archie, Spurgeons is his family; I don’t know
what he would do without them. I say he has a
little voice which has a big impact, because of
everything he says and does for me.”

To find out more about our work with young carers, visit
www.spurgeons.org/youngcarers
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2. Admissions and
applications to
Spurgeons Homes
were recorded from
1867 – 1980.

A brief history
• Stockwell Orphanage – Opened its doors in 1869 to 12
boys. Six boys had previously been cared for by Mrs
Gilbert in Kennington Park since 1867.
• St David’s Home – In 1940 the majority of the children
were evacuated to St David’s in Reigate from Stockwell.
• Birchington Home – In 1951 the children were moved to
Birchington in Kent after Stockwell received too much
damage during the war.
We have records dating all the way back to 1867 including
admissions, medical records and applications all stored
at our head office in Rushden, Northants. For our 150th
anniversary we are speaking to academics in the UK and the
US to see how we can preserve these historical records.

3. Girls were
welcomed to
Stockwell Orphanage
in 1879

Charles Spurgeon died in 1892 aged 57. Today, his legacy
lives on, and the need for our services is as great today as it
was then. At Spurgeons, we believe every child deserves the
opportunity of living a happy and hope filled life.

Today, this legacy lives on,
and the need for our services is as
great today as it was then.
www.spurgeons.org
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T

his year Spurgeons celebrates 150 years of serving
the most vulnerable children in the UK. Throughout
our rich history, we have supported thousands of
vulnerable and marginalised children to give them a
more hopeful future.
Although the face of our work has changed, the need for our
services is as great today as it was when Charles Spurgeon first
set out to help desperately poor children in Victorian England.
We currently deliver a number of projects to find long-lasting
solutions to the challenges faced by children and families.

We currently
support over

37,000

children and
young people
across England

150 years of legacy
Would you consider leaving a legacy to Spurgeons? A legacy
gift can mean so much to the future generations of children
that need our help. We can only continue to be there for
the children who need us with support from people like you.
Please do consider creating a lasting legacy of your own by
leaving a gift in your Will for Spurgeons.

Our history all started
with one gift – a legacy
from Anne Hillyard.

You can find out more about Anne Hillyard and her long lasting
legacy in the next issue of Yours Faithfully magazine.

@spurgeons
@spurgeonsUK

If you would like more
information on how to give a
more hopeful future by leaving a
legacy, please contact our team
on 01933 417388 or email
giftyourwill@spurgeons.org

