THE STORY
OF LIGHT
COMING INTO
THE WORLD

Illiana and Luke shine onto the stage to begin the story
Illiana :

Welcome to the sky! We don’t get many visitors who travel this far up to see us.
My name is Illiana, it means: ray of light.

Luke :

And I’m Luke, it means: giver of light.
We were born stars and it’s our job to light up the night sky with our brothers and sisters.
Together we look down from high in the heavens watching and lighting up the world and some
times the world looks back.

Luke:

We love this time of year!

Illiana:

It was a night sky just like this a few years ago that changed the course of history forever.

Luke:

Shall we tell them the story? Shall we tell them about the star, the kings and the baby?

Illiana :

Shh! You’re giving away the whole tale and that was my beginning!

Luke :

Sorry!

Illiana :

Ahem… I’ll start again. It was a night sky just like this a few years ago that changed the course of
history forever. Our stars shone particularly brightly that night, but none brighter than Elior.

Luke:

Her name means: God is light. She glowed and glimmered and shone and looked like she could burst she
was so excited. As she glowed she leaned in to see more of the story, moving across the sky as she did.

Elior glows across the stage/sky as the congregation sing.
Song: O little star of Bethlehem
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Illiana:

That was the night we saw Mary and Joseph first. We had heard the beginning of their story
whispered among the stars. An angel had appeared to Mary to tell her God would give her a child.

Luke:

He would be the saviour of the world! The messiah! And his name…. Jesus! What a beautiful,
powerful, wonderful name, Jesus!

Illiana:

When Mary became pregnant her fiancé Joseph had second thoughts about marrying her. But he
too was visited by an angel who explained that the baby Mary carried was from God.

Luke:

It wasn’t long before Jesus born that Mary and Joseph, along with the rest of the nation, had to return to their home
town to be counted. It was by royal decree that everyone must return to their birthplace.

Luke:

That’s why we saw them, they were travelling back to Bethlehem. Mary was sat on a donkey and
Joseph led the way. But they’d forgotten to book a place to stay!

Song: Little donkey
Mary and Joseph look for a place to stay in Bethlehem, they go from door to door.
Mary:

Did you find anywhere yet?

Joseph:

Not yet my love.

Mary:

I’m not sure how much further I can go. There must be somewhere to stay! Lord please let this next
house have somewhere.

Joseph:

Let’s try one more, look there’s a house with a light on.

Illiana and Luke look across at the stable.
Luke:

Well it wasn’t five-star luxury, but they did find a place to sleep for the night.

Illiana:

Yes, they found somewhere. It was a shelter, a home to farm animals, a stable.

In the stable.
Joseph:

I’m sorry Mary, it isn’t much, but it’s all there is.

Mary:

It’s ok, we have somewhere at least. Help me to sit, will you?

Luke :

(stage whispers) Can I tell them about the wise kings now?

Illiana:

(Smiles) Oh all right!

Luke:

Three wise kings from the East began looking up at the night sky, we saw them every night with
their big looking glasses admiring every detail. We shone back, but no one shone brighter than

Elior.
Three wise kings look up at the sky with telescopes
Balthasar (Balti):

Isn’t it breath-taking Mel!

Melchior (Mel) :

It’s incredible Balti, just incredible!

Gaspar (Gaz) stands looking at the night sky with his telescope back to front
Gaz:

I don’t see anything.

Mel:

(Turns his telescope around.) Look again Gaz.

Gaz:

Woah! It’s so shiny, but what does it mean?

Balti:

I’ve been studying the scriptures and the charts, any star this bright signals the birth of a new king.

Gaz:

What kind of new king? You’re not replacing me, are you?

Balti:

No! We could never find anyone as erm…’unique’ as you Gaz. This kings arrival is different,
special, I’ve never seen a star so bright.

Mel:

Here look at this.

Mel shows Balti and Gaz what he’s seen in the old scriptures. All three look at the charts together
Mel:

I see what you mean, that’s the star right there isn’t it? (points at the chart)
Someone this special needs to be honoured and welcomed into the world. We should go and see him.

Balti:

You’re right, quickly! gather your gold, get the myrr and I’ll get the frankincense. Then saddle up the
camels and prepare for the road.

Gaz:

Yes! I love a roadtrip!

Mel:

We’ve no time to lose! Let’s go!

Song: We three Kings of Orient Are

In the sky
Illiana:

The kings began to follow Elior as she leaned in, she realised that they were following her.
She began guiding them to the place where Mary and Joseph were.

Elior moves across the sky and the kings follow.
Elior:

‘But you Bethlehem, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be
ruler over Israel, whose origins are from old and ancient times’ (Micah 5:2-4)

Elior:

Isaiah 9:6 ‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’

Illiana:

The Kings weren’t the only ones admiring the sky that night. Shepherds in fields near Bethlehem took turns in
watching the sheep while others lay beside the fire looking up at the sky.

Luke:

They got the fright of their life when the angels showed up!

Illiana:

Spoiler alert!!

Luke:

Oops sorry again! But they were pretty magnificent, singing in perfect harmony, dressed in cloaks that sparkled
and lit up the fields and their wings! Do you remember their wings? Oh how I wish I had wings like those!

Illiana:

Shhh … look.

Shepherds sit around the fire, some looking out for their sheep and others looking up at the sky.
Victor:

Oi Ralph check that one out!

Ralph:

Woaaaah shooting star!

Victor:

Amazing right! Sometimes I think we have the best job in the world!

Ralph:

I’ll remind you of that tomorrow when you’re pulling another sheep out of the brambles!

Sheep:

I fell! My baaaaa-d!

Both shepherds yawn and settle down to sleep, angel Gabriel runs up to the sleeping shepherds and whispers
Angel Gabriel: (whispers!) behold!
Ralph and Victor don’t move.
Angel Gabriel: (little louder!) behooooold!
Ralph and Victor still don’t move
Angel Gabriel: Shouts! BEHOLD!
Ralph and Victor both jump to their feet frightened!
Victor:

What the?!

Ralph:

Agh!

Angel Gab:

(Excitedly) DON’T BE AFRAID! I bring you good news of great JOY! Today in the
town of David a saviour has been born, he is the Messiah you have been waiting for!
He’s been born this night! You will find him wrapped up in cloth and laying in a manger.

Victor:

Is it true?!

Ralph:

Could this be!

Sheep:

An angel just literally showed up and told you! What are you waiting for? Go and SEE!

Choir of angels appear and sing
Song: While Shepherds watched their flocks/Hark the Herald Angels sing
The Shepherds gather their sheep and head off towards Bethlehem.

In the sky
Luke:

Their faces were a picture when they saw the angels in the sky!

Illiana:

If I remember right, your face was a picture too!

Luke:

True! They were incredible to watch! So beautiful, so magnificent so…. Shiny!

Illiana:

With the song of the angels ringing in their ears the shepherds and their sheep
hurried off to Bethlehem to find the baby king.

Luke:

Meanwhile on a dusty road approaching Jerusalem we saw the three kings.

BE THE

LIGHT

The kings travelling on camels to Jerusalem.
Gaz:
Mel:

Are we nearly there yet?
We’re two minutes nearer than when you asked last time!

Balthasar looks at the sky.
Gaz:

We’ve been following this star for weeks! My bum is getting severely numb, camels aren’t the comfiest of
transport you know!

Mel:

Again, we know this, you’ve told us every mile since dawn.

Balti:

Shh guys, look there! We’re getting close now and there’s the royal palace of Judea, surely the king of this land will
know where the child will be born. Let’s go and ask.

In the sky.
Illiana:

The three wise kings paid a visit to the King in Jerusalem, King Herod.

Luke :

He said he wanted to visit this new king too! He said he wanted to pay his respects but he didn’t! Herod was
disturbed at the news of the new king.
He called the three wise kings and told them that when they had found the baby they should return and tell
him where he was.

Illiana :

But God’s plans were greater, the wise kings were warned in a dream not to return to King Herod.

Luke:
ready

The wise Kings followed the star to Bethlehem and found Elior shining brightly above the stable. Elior was about

Illiana :

The Shepherds and the kings arrived at the door and went in.

to explode in excitement, that excitement shone out as she lit the doorway.

At the door of the stable
Balti and Victor:

This must be the place

Mel and Ralph :

It doesn’t look very royal does it?

Gaz runs ahead.
Gaz:

What are you waiting for? He’s here! He’s here!

In the stable
Illiana:

Joseph welcomed the visitors inside. The kings and shepherds bowed low. In this small stable filled with animals,
sleeping softly in a blanket, lay Jesus.

Luke:

The kings laid their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrr by the manger. Together with the shepherds they
worshipped the new born king. They were filled with joy, awe and adoration!

Mary:

I shall remember this day always.

Joseph:

So will I my dear, so will I.

Song: Mary did you know?
Illiana:

That night the sound of worship rang out across Bethlehem!

Luke:

The saviour of the world had been born.

Illiana:

It’s all written in the Bible for everyone to remember, in fact John 3:16 -17 says this:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.”
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