Christmas
resources for
churches
Be the shining light of
hope in your community
this advent.

BE THE

LIGHT

We can make a lasting
difference by serving our
saviour and sharing the good
news this Christmas and
beyond.

Share the love
of Jesus this
Christmas
When we think about Christmas, it’s easy to get wrapped up in
the decorations, lights and the warm fuzzy feeling of the season.
We can become comatose by endless chocolates, Christmas
dinners and presents!
The anticipation of December 25th fills the nation
with a temporary joy and expectation that lasts until
putting the bins out on boxing day – but how do
we, as a church and individually, invest long term
into the lives of others, living out the commission
God gave us?

As the body of Christ we are called to share the
gospel, not just within our walls but to the last,
least and the lost. Together, as one body, we can
make a lasting difference by serving our Saviour
and sharing the good news this Christmas and
beyond.

How do we challenge our sleepy congregations
to stir beyond the season and make an
eternal difference in our neighbourhoods and
communities? - By sharing the insatiable and
outrageous love of Jesus.

We have put this set of four sermon outlines as
a resource with ‘living out the commission at
Christmas’ in mind. They can be used as a series,
or you can pick out one or two.

Christmas is a time where the church cannot
stay silent – we have an open door to share the
gospel!
The following resource is to inspire, challenge
and give you practical ways to get involved
in your community, no matter the size, age or
denomination of your church.
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Our prayer is that you would find them useful in
highlighting the need that is still all around us,
during your Christmas services this year, just as
Jesus was born into a world where the need for
Him was great, so it still is today.

BE THE

LIGHT
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Week 1 / Sunday
2nd December

Finding a
light in the
darkness.

Pray for Spurgeons Children’s Charity. That
we will be the hands and feet of Jesus this
Christmas, to children struggling to cope.
Pray for Spurgeons Children’s
Charity.
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That we will be able to meet the
growing needs of disadvantaged
children in the UK.

*ASK*

Matthew 2:2 (TPT)
Where is the child who is born of the Jewish people? We observed his star rising in
the sky and we’ve come to bow before him in worship.
We live in a hurting world, sin has had a destructive
impact in hearts and minds. You don’t need to look
far to see a family impacted by poverty, disease,
discrimination.
We live in a world desperate for the living love of
Jesus. A world that hungers for the love of God
and a world that at the same time has pushed
the nativity scene to the side of the Christmas
decorations in the shopping centre to make way
for bigger and better displays that say nothing
of Jesus.
In this endless search for God many fill the void with
other things, shopping, food, social media, work, but
at the core of each one lost, whether they realise it
or not, is a God shaped hole. A longing that only
He can fill.
It’s our responsibility as the church, not only to love
people but to be able to answer that very question
the wise men proposed to Herod – ‘Where is Jesus?’
as well as answering ‘Who is Jesus?’
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Christmas is an ideal opportunity to welcome
people through the church doors as well as
stepping out and serving in the community.
As we share the love of God through the
remembrance of His son’s birth, challenge
yourself and your church to love their
neighbour – completely.
Our challenge this Christmas is to know those
struggling to cope in our communities and our
Country. To speak life giving words and especially
to be able to explain the gospel simply to them –
using words if necessary.
Romans 10:13-15 ‘Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be rescued and experience new life’
But how can people call on him for help if they’ve
not yet believed? And how can they believe in
one they’ve not yet heard of? And how can they
hear the message of life if there is no one there
to proclaim it? And how can the message be
proclaimed if messengers have yet to be sent?

Questions to help
you build your
sermon
•

How do we respond if someone
asked ‘Who is this Jesus?’ ‘If
there is a God where is He?’

•

Could our church members
respond to this question?

•

How can our church be
intentional about sharing the
gospel this Christmas?

•

How can you build an
environment within your
church where people can call
on the name of the Lord and
be saved?

Space for your notes
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Week 2 / Sunday
9th December

Being a light
in a dark
world.

*ASK*

To help encourage the church in being
the light this Christmas, consider
takingPray
up afor
special
collection
for the
Spurgeons
Children’s
Charity. Thatchildren
we will be
the hands
disadvantaged
Spurgeons
and supports
feet of Jesus
thisUK.
Christmas,
in the
to children struggling to cope. For
the workers who are in contact with
these families, that they will have
the opportunity to show love – the
love that God had for us by sending
His Son to take on human form.
That we will be able to meet the
growing needs of disadvantaged
children in the UK.

1 John 4:9-10 (TPT)
The light of God’s love shined within us when he sent His matchless Son into the world so
that we might live through Him. This is love: He loved us long before we loved Him. It was
his love, not ours. He proved it by sending His Son to be the pleasing sacrificial offering
to take away our sins.
As we get closer to Christmas and the winter nights
draw in we dig out our torches to walk home with,
and when we’re home our houselights shine out into
the early evening darkness.
What a reflection of who we are to be in the World.
A light shining in the darkness, God’s word being
the lamp to our feet and the light on our path. The
church opening its doors and windows to spill light
out into the streets.
Being a light in the darkness isn’t easy. As the news
fills with stories of the poor getting poorer and
horrific natural disasters to terrorist attacks, we
wonder how we can make a difference and continue
to be the light.
But we can be encouraged, the darker the night –
the brighter the light.
It’s in times of struggle, pain and hurt that instead of
focusing on the darkness we can seek out the light,
our loving God who sent His Son into this
dark world to be the everlasting light.
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Questions to help
you build your
sermon

He’s in the helping hands that feed the hungry and
rebuild the broken, the acts of love and kindness
that follows disaster.

•

So Instead of ignoring the hurt, changing the TV
channel or leaving others to step in and help, we
can fearlessly step into the darkness knowing that
we have The Light of the World; Creator of the
universe; bending his ear to hear our every breath –
with us as we step in to help those in need.

What would it look like if we
fearlessly followed Christ’s calling
on our lives both individually and as
a church?

•

What would it really look like if the
Church took their position as the
light in this dark world – even if it
was just at Christmas?

•

How could your community look
different if the church became a
more active part in it?

The same spirit that rose Jesus from the dead, is in
us, to fulfil the work He has planned for us on this
earth.
Encourage your church to be a light in a dark
world.
Challenge your congregation to give something
to the disadvantaged; hold a fundraiser for much
needed funds to support a charity of their choice;
collect Christmas presents for children who have
nothing at Christmas or join in prayer for the needs
of disadvantaged children this Christmas.

Space for your notes

Those who live to bless others will have
blessings heaped upon them and the
one who pours out his life to pour out
blessings will be saturated with favour.
Proverbs 11:25 (TPT)
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Week 3 / Sunday
16th December

Lighting the way
to our loving
Saviour
Luke 2:8-11 (TPT)

That night in a field near Bethlehem, there were
shepherds watching over their flocks. Suddenly,
an angel of the Lord appeared in radiant
splendour before them, lighting up the field with
the blazing glory of God, and the shepherds
were terrified! But the angel reassured them
saying, “Don’t be afraid. For I have come to
bring you good news, the most joyous news
the world has ever heard! And it is for everyone,
everywhere. For today in Bethlehem a rescuer
was born for you. He is born the Lord, Yaweh,
the Messiah.
Being like the angels this Christmas and
proclaiming the good news of Jesus Birth
Bringing people to Jesus often involves giving and
a generous spirit – we sacrifice our time, our energy
our finances and our love to bring people into a
space where they can encounter Him.

Questions to help
you build your
sermon
•
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What would it look like if your
church sacrificed something to
help introduce God’s Kingdom
to someone this Christmas?

•

Would your congregation have
the confidence to proclaim Jesus
– just as the angels did?

•

How could you light up your
community, those struggling
to cope; the disadvantaged;
the ones living in poverty – and
build lasting relationships, both
practically and spiritually?

If we’re honest it can be inconvenient to journey
alongside someone, slowing our pace to theirs,
loving them into the Kingdom – but let’s remember,
our small inconvenience, our sacrifice, is nothing
compared to the sacrifice that Jesus made, although
it can also have eternal consequences!
Getting out into your community and creating
relationships doesn’t have to be difficult. Start with
what you do already. Do you run a parent and toddler
group? Organise a family focused service in the run
up to Christmas and invite those who attend.
Got contacts with a local community centre? Drop in
with a personal invite to your Christmas events. Invite
local schools to a retelling of the Christmas story
within your church or to perform their nativity within
the space you have.
Matthew 2:9 (TPT)
Amazed, they watched as it went ahead of them and
stopped directly over the place where the child was.
And when they saw the star they were so ecstatic that
they shouted and celebrated with unrestrained joy!

Space for your notes

Would your church commit to
volunteering at local charities that may
need an extra hand this Christmas?
Or consider becoming a mentor to parents
and children who are struggling to cope?
There are so many areas in our nation
where being the light in a practical way
is much needed – would you consider
stepping into the darkness?
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Week 4 / Sunday
23th December

The darkness
did not, and
shall not,
overcome.

Would you consider sharing meals
with other church members?

*ASK*

Spend time getting to know the
people who have recently joined your
Pray for Spurgeons
Children’s
congregation
or reconnect
with long
Charity.
That
we
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Jesus
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that
they will have
the opportunity to show love – the
love that God had for us by sending
His Son to take on human form.
That we will be able to meet the
growing needs of disadvantaged
children in the UK.

John 1:4-5 (TPT)
Life came into being because of Him, for his life is light for all humanity. And this Living
Expression is the Light that bursts through the gloom – the light that darkness could not
diminish!
Building relationships within our community is
messy. When we cast a light into the personal
circumstances of one another, what we discover can
be difficult to deal with and will require investing
into the lives of others.

Jesus was born to an unwed teenage mum,
welcomed not into a sterile maternity ward, but
surrounded by sheep, cattle and visitors.

Carrying the light of Jesus we are called to step
in and help the hurting, love people back to life,
support one another and do life together.

If anything, it teaches us that introducing the
World to Jesus can be messy, but the results are
redemption and a living relationship with God.

Lighting up the darkness in people can be initially
painful, like turning a bright light on after sitting in
the darkness – but the difference – is being able
to see!

Sometimes we don’t notice that our churches can
be cliquey – and that visitors can feel that even
if they have been around for a while. Sometimes
the needs of those in our closest community go
unnoticed because people put on their best for
Sunday services. From time to time we need to look
closer at those closest to us. Where can we support
each other? Where can we show the love of our
God to each other? Are we sure we are the loving
church we think we are?

See the light and love of God, the potential, the
gifting and calling in one another and understand
that in Jesus we have hope.
It was light that led the shepherds and wise men to
Jesus. And we are called to be the lights that point
people to Jesus. The Christmas story wasn’t played
out in a culturally appropriate, clean, picture perfect
family scene.
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It was just as God intended.

‘Glory to God in the Highest realms of heaven! For
there is peace and good hope given to the sons of
man!’ Luke 2:14

Questions to help
you build your
sermon
•

What resources can you equip your
church with to be able to speak into
the lives of the vulnerable?

•

Are there particular issues within
your community or even just in your
church that you can address as a
church?

•

How can you create a space where
visitors (and perhaps even current
attendees) feel welcomed and
comfortable when they come into
the church?

•

What gifts and talents do you see in
your church congregation that could
be cultivated and used to speak
into the lives of people within your
community?

Space for your notes
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Could you be a
Shining Light this
Christmas
If you have the time, we have
the project. To volunteer
with us and get involved
in changing lives
please contact us at
info@spurgeons.org

You can find more inspirational
stories, resources and ways to support
Spurgeons by logging on to:
www.spurgeons.org
Contact our office for more information:

01933 412412
info@spurgeons.org
www.spurgeons.org

www.spurgeons.org
74 Wellingborough Road, Rushden, Northants, NN10 9TY
Spurgeons Children’s Charity is a registered charity. Number: 1081182

